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and the great" were postponed by the major who, imme-
diately upon their arrival in St. Petersburg, placed Feodor
and Mikhail as boarders in the home of Koronad Philipovich
Kostomarov. This officer with the booming name undertook
to prepare the boys for the examination they were to pass be-
fore being admitted to the school. He was a portly character,
and his big black mustache and icy stare terrified the new
pupils, though they soon discovered, as he spoke to them,
that beneath his soldierly appearance he was gentle and kind.
Fully reassured as to the future of his sons the doctor
left for Moscow. The two brothers, impressed by this fore-
taste of studious solitude, fell to work with a will.
"Our affairs are following their prescribed course," wrote
Mikhail to his father. "We study geometry and algebra, we
draw plans of fortresses, redoubts and bastions, we trace the
profiles of mountains. Koronad Philipovich is quite satisfied
with us and has shown himself exceptionally kind toward us;
he has bought us thirty rubles' worth of instruments and
twelve rubles' worth of paints." And: "Our teacher thinks
we have better chances than the eight other pupils who are
studying with him."
The day of the examination came at last. Feodor passed
and was admitted, while Mikhail was declared unfit for
reasons of health and sent to the annex of the school at
Reval. The joy of wearing a uniform and of being treated as
a conductor could not make up Feodor's despair at the
thought of having to be separated from his brother. Feodor
knew that no one could replace this confidant, this affec-
tionate comrade and exalted poet who could understand him
at a glance and whose own most secret thoughts he could
always guess. Nevertheless he pretended to be enthusiastic
when be wrote to his father: "At last I have been admitted